KGB returns Wallenber
kin say he ives

By Vincent J. Schodolski
Chicago Tribune

MOSCOW~—The KGB tumed
over to family members Monday
a passport, notebooks and
money belonging to Raoul Wal-
jcnberg, the Swedish diplomat
who saved tens of thousands of
Jews during World War 11 before
disappearing in the Soviet prison
system.

Despite arguments from the
family that he is still alive, the
Sovict government continued to

insist Wallenberg had died in
1947. )

“He was physxcall'y and psy-
chologically very fit,” said Nina
Lagergren, Wallenberg’s half-sis-
ter. “Other people have survived
45 years in the camps.”

Wallenberg, who would be 77
now, was onc of the enduring
heroes of the war, during which
he issued Swedish passports to
perhaps as many as 20,000
Hungarian Jews about to be de-
ported to death camps.

He was taken by Soviet forces

entering Budapest on Jan. 17,
1945. allegedly to a friendly
meeting with the Soviet com-
mander. Kremlin officials have
insisted since 1957 that he died
in Moscow’s Lubyanka Prison of
a heart attack two years after his
detention.

His documents and .ot'l;jear be-
jongings were given to tives
ofng\:laﬂcnbetg by the KGB, the
Soviet state security agency, but
family members said they re-
mained convinced Wallenberg
was alive and being held in isola-
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tion in.a Soviet prison. . .
Lagergren and Wallenberg's .
-brother, Guy Voa Darden, *
along with other members of the
Raoul Wallenberg Asociation
said they had firsthand informa-
tion that W was alive as
recently as 1980 and hinted

ﬁhw‘enrehadbeenalatcrsig,hting.g_ _

Wallcabery's baifsbings and
other members of me"".ﬁoc.,
tion were in!li(ed to Moscow by
Soviet officials who said they

On Monﬂay Anger said the
wedish group was convinced the
Soviets had lost all trace of Wallen-

berg as a result of the death of many
of those who ran Stalin’s prison.
camp system. However, he said

were 100 many witnesses who

claim to have seen W, alive
after 1947 for the Soviet story to be
acceptable.

There were firsthand reports, he
said, of Wallen being treated in
a prison hospital in the Soviet aty
of Viadimir in 1979 or 1980.
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Hungarian translator.

identified by the Hungarian news-
Nemzet as Mrs. Ist-
K., sad she was arrested by the
Soviets in Budapest at the same time
and flown with him

She said that when they fanded in
Moscow there were prison vans
waiting for them. That was the last
tume she ever saw Wallenberg.

In addition to the passport and
other maternials handed over in
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Von Darden told a news confer-
ence at the Swedish Embassy that
the document was the same one
shown to Swedish officials before
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